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Figure 1. Economic structure of the Florida citrus industry.

Structure of the Florida Citrus Industry

The economic structure of the Florida citrus industry is illustrated in Figure 1. Florida growers produce

a variety of citrus fruits such as oranges, grapefruit, temples, tangerines, tangelos, limes, and lemons.

The environment of Florida provides a comparative advantage for citrus production due to natural

resources such as the subtropical climate and abundant water.  Citrus is marketed either as fresh fru it

or is processed into juice products. Fruit sold for the fresh market is hauled to packinghouses where it

is graded and packed, then shipped to terminal points for distribution to retailers such as grocery

stores.  Culled fruit not meeting grade for the fresh market is sold to processors. Citrus produced for

the processed market is transported to processing plants for ju ice extraction. Bulk juice is moved to

concentrate plants for evaporation and freezing into frozen concentrate or to canning plants for retail

packaging. Bulk frozen concentrate juice is sold to plants outside Florida for reconstituting and

packaging. Florida processors also import orange juice concentrate from Brazil, Mexico, Caribbean

basin countries, and other citrus producing states in the United States. Retail packaged citrus juice

products may be exported to distributors outside the state or sold to wholesalers in Florida and then to

retailers for sale to consumers under a nationally advertised brand or private grocery chain label. As

citrus products change form and move through market channels, value is added from labor, capital

and management. The industry is linked to input supply businesses that provide fertilizers, chemicals,

grove care services, packaging materials, transportation, etc, and labor for citrus production and

processing is provided by Florida residents.
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Florida Citrus Producing Regions 

Citrus has been produced commercially in Florida since the mid-1800's.  It is produced across the

southern two-thirds of the Florida peninsula, where there is a low probability of damaging winter freeze

events, from Putnam County in the north to Miami-Dade County in the south.  The four major citrus

producing regions are the East Coast, Lower Interior, Upper Interior, and W est Coast Districts (Figure

2).  In 1957 citrus production was centered in the Upper Interior District, with 40 percent of total citrus

production, fo llowed by the Lower Interior (30%), W est Coast (17%), and the East Coast (12%, Table

1).  By 1999, the geographical distribution had shifted towards the Lower Interior District (61%),

followed by  the East Coast (24%), W est Coast (8%), and the Upper Interior (6%). The southward

migration of citrus production was a response to a series of freezes in the north central region of the

state in the 1980s. 

Table 1.  Percent of Florida citrus production,

by district, 1957, 1982, 1999.

District 1957 1982 1999

East Coast 12 26 24
Upper Interior 40 26 6
Lower Interior 30 37 61

W est Coast 17 11 8

Sources: Jackson et al, 1989, Florida

Agricultural Statistics Service.

Figure 2. Citrus producing regions of Florida.
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Citrus Growers 

The number of citrus producers in Florida has remained fairly stable over the past 14 years, increasing

slightly (1%) between 1987 and 1992, then declining by 6 percent to 7,676 farms in 1997 (Census of

Agriculture). While the number of citrus producers declined, bearing and non-bearing citrus acreage

per farm increased from 90 to 125 acres between 1987 and 1997. Production capacity of citrus

growers in Florida increased steadily over the past 10 years, reaching 832 thousand acres of bearing

groves and 97 million bearing trees in 1999-00 (Figure 3).   Oranges accounted for 81 percent of the

total population of citrus trees, followed by grapefruit (12%), tangerines (4%), tangelos (1%), temples,

limes, lemons and K-early citrus (Table 2).  

Table 2. Bearing acreage and number of bearing citrus

trees in Florida, by variety, 1999-00.

Variety Acreage (1000) Trees (1000)

Oranges 666 87,200
Grapefru it 118 12,669

Tangerines 28 4,195
Tangelos 12 1,422
Temples 6 687

Limes, Lemons, K-early 3 482
Total All Varieties 832 97,381
Source: Fla. Agric. Statistics Service, Commercial Citrus Inventory,

2000

Figure 3.  Bearing acreage and number of c itrus trees in Florida, 1990-91 to 1999-00. 

Source: Florida Agricultural Statistics Service.


